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Summer Camp Reflections & COVID-19
The last newsletter you received from Hidden Acres was in
December 2019, when COVID-19 wasn’t really a thought for
most folks. Boy have things changed. School was cancelled.
Church services went online for many. Shopping has become a completely different spectacle. Camps around the
nation have closed for a season or closed permanently. So
many conveniences have been taken away by COVID-19,
but nothing can ever remove Christ and his goodness. I
could focus on the negative impact of the virus, but instead
I’m choosing to talk about our most recent summer camp as
a series of “wins” – times where Christ won, not COVID.

were half the normal size. Parents waved goodbye and
campers experienced their first outdoor meal and team
games. Counselors found fun ways to encourage campers to
follow our “mask up” and “mask down” policies. We held
outdoor chapel all summer because of COVID-19, and an
unforeseen blessing of that policy was being able to clearly
hear music and voices lifted to heaven all across the camp.
On Monday morning of the first week, sitting in my favorite white rockers, I got to hear the salvation bell ring for the
first time. One salvation: that was all I needed to hear to
know it was all worth it. Christ won, not COVID.

Spring Season
A normal spring season at Hidden Acres includes a lot of
planning for summer camp and other events, but this spring
we couldn’t answer most basic questions. Can we welcome
guests? Can people stay overnight? Can children attend
without their parents? Does this retreat need to be cancelled? Can we bring in our summer staff for training?
What if a guest or staff member comes down with COVID?
The lack of answers and the lack of progress were frustrating our staff, who are planners by nature.
So what was our solution? We planned for many outcomes!
We borrowed the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) acronym from the government and created our own PPP: Praying, Planning, and Preparing. We put our heads together,
prayed for guidance, welcomed input from camping professionals, EFCA Central District staff, camp board members, and
friends, and developed many plans. What does Hidden Acres
look like if we need to completely cancel summer camp?
What will summer camp look like if we can still welcome
campers? How will things like chapel, meal time, and cabin
assignments work? Simply having the ability and time to
come up with answers to some of these difficult questions
shows me that in our planning, Christ won, not COVID.

Summer Season
As the time for summer camp approached, much of our end
decision rested in what the state government would allow.
Even in May and early June there were several restrictions
in place. The office became a daily gathering place for staff
who wanted to hear what Governor Reynolds had to say.
Thanks to some connections with our EFCA District and a
group of ministry leaders in Iowa, we were able to get our
foot in the door, share the importance of camp ministry to
Reynolds’ team, and discuss with them our plans for reopening. And in early June, Iowa’s restrictions on recreation
activities & facilities were eased. Christ won, not COVID.
Summer camp started. Interns and staff arrived at camp for
a training week that now included Coronavirus procedures.
Our first group of summer campers arrived and I watched
as our new policies and procedures were tested. Parents
turned in health prescreening forms during drive-thru
check-in. I saw counselors receive groups of campers that

And the salvation bell kept ringing and ringing. This is why
Hidden Acres exists, for ministry outreach like summer
camp. Each week a different group of campers arrived, and
each chime of the salvation bell was confirmation that we
were doing something good. I came to appreciate and cherish each day because I knew it could all end with one case
of COVID-19. I watched the campers flourish, and prayed
that God would continue to touch lives and allow camps to
continue. And he did! We ended our six weeks of summer
camp with 157 staff, 1,735 campers, 155 salvations, and 142
rededications. Christ won, not COVID.
As I’m writing this letter, I just realized another number:
zero. We’re over two weeks out from the end of summer
camp, and zero people have called to tell us that they tested
positive for COVID-19 after leaving Hidden Acres. Our gracious, sovereign God protected camp, allowed us to plan for
the unknown, create new procedures, employ a dedicated
full-time and summer staff, welcome almost 2,000 campers,
and enjoy a crazy but awesome summer at Hidden Acres.
And looking back at all of it, Christ won, not COVID.
Thank you for your support of
the camp and your continued
prayer during this season.

Welcome Taylor!
We have a new addition to our full
time staff: Taylor Mugge! Taylor
grew up on a farm in NW Iowa
and attended Oakdale Evangelical
Free Church. He started attending
Hidden Acres Summer Camp in 2nd
grade and continued through high
school. In 2005, Taylor joined our
summer staff as a Junior Counselor
and continued to serve until 2010.
In 2010, Taylor graduated from
Northwestern College in Orange
City with a degree in ecology. He
married Sarah that same year and
started a job working for the City
of Sioux Falls, SD. Taylor has
worked in a variety of different
sectors since 2010. From 20112014, he served as the Program
Director at a camp in Nebraska.
From 2014-2017 he served as the
Children’s Pastor at a church in
Colorado. Taylor returned to school
in 2017 and received his Master’s
Degree from Iowa State, allowing
him to become a teacher. Then,
from 2018-2020, he served as a
STEM teacher in Tea, SD.

Taylor and Sarah are parents to
two children. Adelaide was born in
2014 and Elijah in 2016. Taylor
started on staff at Hidden Acres this
past May and is excited to join
Ryan & Eric on the Program Team,
creating new opportunities and
experiences for guests. He’ll be putting his experience to use by
working with churches and
schools to get more kids and families involved in the ministries here.
Taylor has just set up an Amazon
Wishlist for the camp, which you
can shop at amzn.to/2PByppb. This
would be a great way for camp
supporters to purchase practical
items and ship them directly here.

Update on Building Projects
During this pandemic season, our staff
has had the time to step back and work
on projects that they may not have been
able to work on during a normal busy
season. Here’s an update on some of the
building projects around Hidden Acres.

Welcome Center

Work on the interior of the Welcome
Center basement wrapped up in May. We
were able to repair exterior wall damage,
dig down and add a walk out entrance,
and remodel the bathrooms and kitchen
area. The space is now bright, open, and
fresh. We were able to open this area in
time for summer camp and it served as
an awesome new location for our Nurses’ Station. The medical volunteers loved
the changes and we know our fall retreat groups will love it, too. Final touches on the exterior and landscaping will
be finished this fall.

Waterslide Project
Adding a waterslide to the lake hill has
been a two year project. We started by
taking apart slides at Whitewater University in Des Moines and transporting
the pieces to the camp. Then we found a
company out of Wisconsin that specialized in refurbishing and building commercial waterslides. Actual construction
and layout of the slide began in the fall
of 2019 and work continued throughout
the winter.

was such a blessing to watch children
and staff zoom down the waterslide and
into the lake. Final landscaping work,
including a walking path up the lake hill,
will be completed in the spring of 2021.

Executive Director’s Residence
To introduce to you to our most recent
building project, here’s text from a letter
written last month by the Chairman of
the Camp Board, David Landon:
“As Chair of the Hidden Acres Board of
Directors, I want to share an exciting decision that the Board unanimously made
a few weeks ago. For several years, Steve
Pinkley has commuted between his
home in Bondurant and the camp. During the summer camping season as well
as throughout the year, Steve has rented
housing close to camp where he can
spend several days during the week. Although this has been a workable solution, extended time away from his wife
has weighed heavily on Steve and Dana,
as well as the Board.
“To this end, the Hidden Acres Board has
approved a project to build a residence
for the Executive Director and his family
on the Hidden Acres property. It is the
Board’s desire to complete this project
with as much volunteer and staff labor
as possible. In doing so, the estimated
budget for the project is $100,000.
“As a faithful friend of Hidden Acres, the
Hidden Acres Board members are asking
you to prayerfully consider helping us
fund this project. Would you join us in
blessing Steve and Dana with a place to
live together on the Hidden Acres property yet this fall? Please send all gifts
directly to Hidden Acres, designated Executive Director’s Residence. Thank you
so very much for participating in this
blessing!”

The access tower and pump mechanics
were finished in July 2020. We loved
being able to open the slide in time for
the last two weeks of summer camp. It
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You can give to this project using the
enclosed envelope. If you would rather
give to the General Fund, please carefully
mark that on your check’s memo blank.

